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WELCOME ABOARD!

ongratulations on your choice of what

re think is the finest ski boat available.

fasterCraft 1s the recognized leader in ski

cats today and has been for more than

S years. The quality, innovation,

slection, and value are unmatched (n the
wustry. Take a few minutes to read this
anual completely before you use your
wat_for the first time, it will answer any
maining questions you may have.

Every effort has been made to make this
manual accurate. All information is based
on the latest product information
available at ime of printng. Because of
our policy of continuous product improve-
ment, we reserve the right to make
changes at any time, without notice, in
specifications and models and also to
discontinue models. The right is also
reserved to change specifications, parts.
or accessories at any time without
ineurring any obligation to equip same on
models manufactured before the date of
the change.
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The contnuing accuracy of this manual
cannot be guaranteed. The {llustrations
used in this manual may not deplct
actual model component parts or
equipment and are intended only as
representative reference views. Informa-
tion about certain on board compeonents
furnished by suppliers other than
MasterCraft Is provided separately.

NOTE
The information given (n this owner's
manual mat not be applicable to
Interational watenway rules. If you
have any questions, please contact
your local authority.
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Construction and Standards

All MasterCraft boals are constructed of
the highest quality fiberglass materials
and resins available. We take pride in
producing boats with the highest stan-
dards of quality and workmanship. Qur
commitment to excellence is evident in
every part of the production process and
continues to the owner with our imited
warranty.

The hull, deck, stringers and inner liner
are 100% hand-lald with up to 12 layers
of Aberglass matting at major stress
points. All major hardware is anchored (n
1/4" steel inlald into hull and liner. All
fasteners, hardware, handrails, and lifting
rings are high-grade stainless steel. All
parts running in water are bronze alloy.
Every boat {s water tested and quality
checked at the factory and a permanent
record i{s kept for future reference.

Standard Features

All MasterCraft boats come equipped with
many standard features, Skiing features
include platforms, mirrors, storage, tow
bars, and recreational ski tow, Amenities
include drink holders, coior coordinated
upholstery, and acoustical insulated
motor box; safety features such as
passenger handralls, tethered engine stop
switches, and rear facing observer seats;
performance features such as full

MariStar

instrumentation, and the customized fuel
irjected MasterCraft Power V-8 engine.

Certification

As a member of the National Marine
Manufacturers Assoclation (NMMA], every
MasterCraft boat and traller meets the
rigid specifications for certification. This
certification exceeds the federally
mandated USCG requirements and is
backed by the 600 member NMMA,
Inspections are performed by a nationally
recognized independent testing organiza-
Hon; inspectors visit the plant before the
model year begins to check all models for
conformance. The Inspectors retum
unannounced during the year to Insure
contnued compliance with certification
requirements.

Certfication checks are developed by the
NMMA engineering staff and the Marine
Service Practices Committee to help guard
against overpowering. overloading, fire,
explosion, sinking and collisions.

All parts used In the construction of
MasterCraft boats meet or exceed ali
USCG and American Boat and Yacht
Councll (ABYC) standards. Never use
automotive parts or parts of unknown
quality. Insist on only genuine Master-
Craft replacement parts from your
dealer.

Serial Number Locations
The NOTE
remoual, tampering, alrergrs
obliteration of any or al l‘denrr?_f]fm or
numbers will relieve Ma_smronﬁﬁon
all obligations to make waranty m
repais or replacements,

Hull - The Hull Identfcatio

{HIN} can be found at the tog T;T;?;r
starboard corner of the tmnsém Th ei-{m
Is molded into the transom and E‘edeial
law prohibits removal or tampering

in any

MCAMIg1
Engine - The engine ldentfication pl
can be found at the rear, inslde of Suzte
starboard valve cover.

Transmission - The transmission
{dentification piate can be found on the
top. port side of the housing,




The tdentification numbers of your boat
are lmportant to you, Record the serial
and model numbers of your boat in the
Spaces provided for futtyre reference. Keep
a copy of these numbers on g separate
sheet of paper and store In a safe place
other than your boat. [n case of theft,
report these numbers in writing to the

' Date Purchased

HULL

Registration Number/State

HIN

Dealer/Phone

Ignitton Key Number

ENGINE

Model

Sertal

TRANSMISSION

Model

Serial

ManSiw




SAFETY

Understand that your safety and the
safety of others around you Is a direct
result of how you operate and maintain
the boat. Read and understand this man.-
ual, and make sure that you understand
all controls and operating instructions
before attempting to operate the boat,
Improper operation is extremely danger-
ous.

The bastc safety rules are outlined in this
section of the manual. Additional precau-
tons and this symbaol:

A warnmve

will appear above hazardous or unsafe
practices which COULD result in severe
personal injury or death.

This symbol:

/\cavrion

will appear above hazardous or unsafe
practices which COULD result {n mirnor

personal injury or product or property
damage.

The precautions lated in this manual
and on the boat are not all-inclusive. If

a procedure, method, tool or part is
not specifically recommended by Mas-
terCraft, you must satisfy yourself that
it 1s safe for you and others, and that
the boat will not he damaged or made
unsafe as a result of your decision,
REMEMBER - ALWAYS USE COMMON
SENSE WHEN OPERATING, SERVICING,
OR REPAIRING THE BOAT!

In addition to everyday safety, {allure to
observe the following safety information
may result in severe personal njury or
death to you or other persons. Use cau-
tion and common sense when aperating;
don't take unnecessary chances! Be sure
this information reaches al] operators,

General Precautions

Boating safety starts with a thorough
understanding of operation. There are
many sources of information avallable
and we at MasterCraft urge you to pursue
additional training. The following is a
listing of just some of the agencies and
organizations that offer safety training or
information:

® American Red Cross, National HQ
17th & D Streets NW
Washington, DC 20008
(202) 639-36886

American Water Sid Association
{AWSA)

P.0O. Box 191

Winter Haven, FI, 33880

(813} 324-4341

Boat Owners Associaton of the
Urniited States (BOAT/ us)

880 South Pickett Streat
Alexandria, VA 22304

(703) 823-9550

Nallonal Safe Boating Council
2350 M Street NW. Suite 425
Washington, DC 20037
(202) 296-4588

U.S. Coast Guard Awcdliary
Commandant (G-NAB)

2100 Second Street W
Washington, DC 20593-0001
1-800-336-BOAT.

Safety Equipment

Federal law requires certain safety equip-
ment to be on board at all ttmes. In addi-
Hon, responstble boaters carry other
equipment in ecase of emergency. Check
with the local boating authorities for any
additional requirements over and above
federal requirements.

et T e T R




REQUIRED EQUIPMENT - Your Master-
Craft has been equipped at the factory

with most federally required (Class 1, 16’

to 26} safety equipment for inland wa-
ters. This equipment {ncludes:

@ U.L. Approved Marine Fire Extin-
guisher, Type A-BC (2 lbs.) good for
solids, liquids, and electrical fires

ABYC Approved Marine Mufflers with
water injection

USCG Approved Marine Flame Arres-
tor

USCG Approved Englne Box Ventila-
tlon with sparkless power blower

® ABYC Approved Electric Horn sound
warning device

@ USCG Approved Infand Lighting

Federal law also requires at least one
Type I, Il or Iil Personal Flotation Device
(PFD} for each person on board or being

towed on water skis; and, in addition, one

throwable Type IV PFD. As the owner,
obtalning PFD’s Is your responsibility.
Your MasterCraft dealer can assist you.

NOTE
Requirements for coastal waters and
inland waters differ; check with the
local authorities for more informa-
tion.

RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT - A good
captain will avold potential problems on
an outing by having additional equipment
on board. Normally, this equipment is
dependent on the bedy of water and the
length of the trip. We suggest. the follow-
Ing as a minimum, your MasterCraft
dealer can assist you:

® Anchor with at least 75 of line

® Bailing {dewatering) device (scoop.
bucket, handpump, etc.)

Combination oar/boat haock

Day/night visual distress signal (check
local restrictions)

First aid kit and manual

Alrway breathing tube

Waterproof flashlight
Local charts

Mooring lnes and fenders
Extra englne oil

Tool kit

Portable AM/FM radio

Safety Afloat

Like most situations, many boating re-
lated accidents are caused by the
operator's fatlure to follow basic safety
rules or written precautions. Most accl-
dents can be avoided if the operator is
completely familiar with the boat, its
operation, and can recognize potentially
hazardous situations before an accident
OCCUTS.

A\ WArRNIVG

Improper operation ls extremely
dangerous, Operators must read
and understand all operating
manuals supplied with the boat
before operation, Improper op-
eration could result in severe
personal injury or death.

A\ wARNIVG

On board equipment must al-
ways conform to the governing
federal, state, and local regula-
tions. Noaconformance may be
hazardous to you and others
around you.




A warnme

Alwuays attach the engine safety
shut-off switch lanyard to a
part of your clothing such as a
belt loop when operating. Fall-
ure to do so may cause serlous
injury or death.

A warvme

Never override or modify the
englne safety shut-off switch or
engine ncutral starting safety
switch in any way. Doing so may
cause serlous injury or death.

A\ warvmG

Never operate the boat while
under the influence of alcohol ox
other drugs. Doing so may cause
serious Injury or death.

M\ warvG

Never stand or allow passengers
to stand in the boat or ait on the
motor box while underway. You
or others may be thrown from
the hoat and serlously injured.

M\ warnvG

Prior to starting the engine, you
must open the engine box and
check the engine compartment
and bilge for gasoline and oil
vapors; you must also operate
the blower for at least 4 min-
utea. Failure to do so may result
in fire or explosion and may
cause serious Injury or death.

A\ warnivG

Never remove or modify any
components of the fuel systems
except for maintenance by quali-
fled personnel. Tampering with
fuel components may cause a
hazardous condition which could
result in severe personal Injury
or death.

A\ warvivG

Never allow any type of sparks
or open flame on board. It may
result in fire or explosion and
may cause serious injury or
death.

Skiing Safety

Skiers, like operators, must be aware of
the fundamental safety rules of water
skilng. If you are new to the sport, seek
certified training before going out for the
first time, Join the local skd club and
AWSA {f possible, Always remember that
the majority of water ski injuries are the
result of Impacts with other objects so
always look where you are going and be
aware of what is going on around you.

A\ warvme

The skier(s) must always wear a
USCG approved personal
flotatlon device. Failure to do so
may cause serfous Injury or
death.

A\ wArRNIVG

Keep at least 100' away from all
other objects Including other
boats, plers, rafts, mooring and
navigational bouys, pllings,
abutments, etc. Fallure to do so
may cause serfous injury or
death.




M warvG

Always have an experlenced
driver and observer in the boat
when skiing. Failure to do so
may cause serious injury or
death.

M warnivG

Never ski in shallow water, close
to shore, or in water where you
do not know the depth or what
is beneath the surface. Doing so
may cause scrious injury or
death.

£\ warNmiG

Never put your arm, head, or any
other part of your body through
the handle-bridle of the ski line
or wrap the line around any part
of the body at any time. Doing
80 may cause scrious injury or
death.

A\ warniG

Never ski at night, or directly in
front of other boats. Doing so may
cause serious injury or death.

M\ WARNING

Never jump from a boat that s
moving at any speed, or enter or
exit the water when the engine
is running (ON). Dolng se may
cause serious Injury or death.

Warning Plates and Labels

CAUTION
T ABS ARE WO
OF SHET) FOR L0k
CAUTION
TOW EYE NOT QESIGHED

BOATMAN'S CHECKLIST
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A warvive

Make suré that everyone knows
and uses approved skiing hand
signals and commuon skiing cour-
tesy. Fallure to do so may cause
serlous injury or death.

WARNING F -4
LEAING FUEE 13 A FIRE AXO EXPLO3ION
HAZAAID. NBFECT STT3EM RIGULARLY.
EXANIKE RUEL TAKS FGA LEAKS OR
COARCI0K A7 LEAST ANXUALLT.
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RULES OF THE ROAD

Just as there are rules which apply when
you are driving on streets and highways,
there are waterway rules which apply
when you are driving your boat. These
rules are used internationally, and are
also enforced by the United States Coast
Guard and local agencies. You should be
aware of these rules, and follow them
whenever you encounter another vessel
on the water,

Several sets of rules prevail according to
geographic location. but are all basically
the same as the Intemational Rules of the
Road. The rules presented here in your
Owner's Manual are condensed. and have
been provided for your convenlence only.
Consult your local U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary or Department of Motor Vehicles
for a comnplete set of rules governing the
waters in which you will be using your
boat.

Steering and Sailing Rules
and Sound Signals

Whenever two vessels on the water meet
one another, one vessel has the right-of-
way; it is called the “stand-on” vessel. The
vessel which does not have the right-of-
way is called the “give-way or burdened”
vessel, These rules determine which

vessel has the right-of-way, and what
each vessel should do.

Stand-On Vessel - The vessel with the
right-of-way has the duty to continue its
course and speed, except to avold an
tmmediate collision. When you maintain
your direction and speed, thé other vessel
will be able to determine how best to
aveld you.

Glve-Way Vessel - The vessel which does
not have the right-of-way has the duty to
take positive and timely action to stay out
of the way of the Stand-On vessel.
Normally, you should not cross in front of
the vessel with the right-of-way. You
should slow down or change directions
briefly and pass behind the other vessel.
You should always move in such a way
that the operator of the other vessel can
see what you are doing.

“The General Prudential Rule” - This
rule is called Rule 2 in the International
Rules and says,

'In obeying and construing these
rules due regard shall be had to all
dangers of navigation and collision,
and to any speclal circumstances,

which may render a departure from
the above rules necessary in order to
avold Immediate danger.’

Rules When Encountering
Vessels

There are three main situations which
you may encounter with other vessels
which could lead to a collision unless the
Steering Rules are followed.

Meeting (you are approaching another
vessel head-on)

Crossing (you are travelling across the
other vessel's path}

Overtaking (you are passing or being
passed by another vessel}

In the following illustration, your boat Is
in the center. You should give the right-
of-way to any vessels shown in white area
(you are the Glve-Way vessel). Any vessels
in the shaded area must yield to you (they
are the Glve-Way vessels). Both you and
the meeting vessel must alter course to
avold each other.




Meceting - If you are meeting another
power vessel head on, and are close
enough to run the sk of collisfon, neither
~f you has the right-of-way! Both of you
-ould alter course to avoid an accident.
.ou should keep the other vessel on your
port (left] side. This rule doesn't apply if
both of you will clear one another i you
continue on you.r set course and speed.
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Crossing - When two power driven vessels
are crossing each other’s path close enough
to run the risk of collision, the vessel which
has the other on the starboard (rght) side
must keep out of the way of the other. If the
other vessel is on your right, you must keep
out of its way; you are the Give-Way vessel,
If the other vessel is on your port (left) side,
remember that you should maintain course
and direction, provided the other vessel
gives you the right-of-way as it should.
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Overtaking - If you are passing another
vessel, you are the "Give-Way" vessel. This
means that the other vessel is expected to
maintain its course and speed. You must
stay out of its way until you are clear of it,
Likewise, if another vessel is passing you,
you should malntain your speed and
direction so that the other vessel can
steer itself around you.

Other Special Situations

There are three other rules you should be
aware of when driving your boat around
other vessels.

Narrow Channeis and Bends - When
navigating in narrow channels, you
should keep to the right when it is safe
and practical to do so. If the operator of a
power-driven vessel is preparing to go
around a bend that may obstruct the view
of other water vessels, the operator
should sound a prolonged blast on the
whistle (4 to 6 seconds), If another vessel
is around the bend, it too should sound
the whistle. Even if no reply is heard,
however, the vessel should still proceed
around the bend with caution. If you
navigate such waters with your boat, you
will need to carry a portable air horn.
available from local marine supply stores.

Fishing Vessel Right-of-Way - All vessels
which are fishing with nets, lines or

trawls are considered to be "fishing
vessels” under the international Rules.
Vessels with trolling lines are not
considered flshing vessels. Fishing vessels
have the right-of-way regardless of
position. Fishing vessels cannot, however,
impede the passage of other vessels in
narrow channels.
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COLOR CODE
. BLACK

= RED
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P2l creen

CANBUOY
Odd numbat. Ladve 1o port.

HUN BROY
Even number. Leave 10 slarboard.

WAIN CHANNEL BUOYS

UAGHTED BUOY
{Port Hand}

Odd rumber, Increasing
lowurd head of
navigaticn. Leave to
port (M) processing
upralieam,

UGHTED BUDY
(Starboard Hand)

Even number, Increasing
toward head of
fubvigation, Leave to
wlarboand (right)
procesding updLred m,

LIGHTED SAFE
WATER 8UQY

Na number, Marks mig-
channel, pass on stiher
wde Latter hit no tatarn!
nignificance, used tor
ldentiAcatian and
catlon purposes

LIGHTED PAEFERRED
CHANNEL TO PORT BUOY

MHe aumber. Topmoat band
red ~ preferrsd channal ls
to left of bucy. Letter has
no latersd significancs,
ussd for [dentification and
location purposes.

Salling Vesse!l Right-of-Way - Salling vessels should
normally be given the right-of-way. The exceptions to this
are:

1. When the salling vesse] {s overtaking the power-
driven vessel, the power-driven vessel has the right-
of-way.

- Sailing vessels should keep clear of any fishing vessel.

- In a narrow channel. a safling vessel should not
hamper the safe passage of a power-driven vessel
which can navigate only in such a channel.

Reading Buoys and Other Markers - The waters of the
Unlted States are marked for safe navigation by the
lateral system of buoyage. Simply put. buoys and
markers have an arrangement of shapes, colors,
numbers and lights to show which side of the bucy a
boater should pass on when navigating in a particular
direction. The markings cn these buoys are oriented from
the perspective of being entered from seaward (the boater
Is going towards the port). This means that red buays are
passed on the starboard [right} side when proceeding
from open water into port, and black buoys are to port
(eft) stde. When navigating out of port, your positon with
respect to the buoys should be reversed: red buoys
should be to port and black buoys to starboard.

Many bodies of water used by boaters are entrely within
the boundaries of a particular state. The Uniform State
Waterway Marking System has been devised for these
waters. This system uses buoys and signs with distine-
tive shapes and colors to show regulatory or advisory
tnformation. These markers are white with black letters
and orange borders. They signify speed zones, restricted
areas, danger areas, and general {nformation.

Remember, markings may vary by geographic location.
Always consult local boating authorittes before driving

Your boat In unfamiliar waters. 1




GENERAL LAY-OUT

MariStar 225 illustrated
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G?;NTROLS AND INDICATORS

1

Engine Hourmeter - Registers accu-
mulated engine operating ttme, and s
activated when the ignition switch Is
In the "ON~ position, Be aware that
time will be logged whenever the {gni-
tion switch {s “ON", even when the
engine 1s not running. Use the hour-
meter to keep accurate logs for sched-
uled maintenance.

Tachometer - Indicates engine speed
in crankshaft revolutions per minute
(RPM). Propeller shaft RPM Is the
same as the engine except for boats
equipped with the Power Slot package
in which case propeller shaft RPM is
one-half of the engine RPM.

Speedometers - Indicates forward
speed of boat in miles per hour. Dual
speedometers are required for tourna-
ment use in case of a fallure during a
run. Kneb A is used for precise cali-
bration, see Care and Maintenance,
page 47, Knob B is set to the desired
speed to be used as a quick reference
guide In maintaining that speed.

Voltmeter - Indicates electrical sys-
temn operating voltage In volts DC.
Normal operating voltage Is between
13.4 to 14.8 volts,

Fuel Gauge - Indicates the approx-
mate amount of fuel in fuel tank in

MariStar

guarters of a tark {approx. 6.25 gal).
Readings are only approximate and
should be compared to the hours of
operation multiplied by the known
fuel consumption (GPH}. The gauge Is
activated with the fgnition switch.
Engine Temperature Gauge - Indi-
cates the cooling water/coolant Inside

MCBM246

the engines in °F. Normal operating
ternperature is between 170°F and
195°F.

Engloe Oll Pressure Gauge - Ind!-
cates the pressure of the lubricating
oll inside the engine in PSI. Normal
pressure s between 7 to 30 PSI at
Idle.




Switches

8 Ignition Switch - The [gnidon switch
has four positions: accessory, off, run

fignition), and start. Never leave the
switch In the RUN position without
the engine running; doing this will
prevent natural discharge of the bat-

tery. It is also used to activate the fuel

gauge.
A warvmG

The safety switch lanyard must be
attached to the operator whenever
the engine is started. Fallure to do
s0 may cause serious Ipjury or
death,

9 Safety Switch (llustrated on page
29) - The emergency engine safety
switch is an lgnition cutoff switch
designed to stop the engine in the
event of an operator being thrown
from positon or moving too far from
the helm. The lanyard is equipped
with a hook on one end for attach-
ment to your clothing and the oppo-
site end has a cap that fits over the
switch. Be sure that the cap s firmly

attached to the switch before starting.

The switch Is located on the gunwale

next to the throttle control box, If the

cap Is left off or loose, the engine will
crank but will not start or fire.

10 Horn Switch - Actvates the electric

11

hom. Push and hold to sound horn.

Navigational Lights - A two pasition
rocker switch that activates the
instrumentation lghting as well as
both the bow (red/green) and stern
(white) lights for night running. Push
the top half of the switch to turn
lights/gauge ON: an {ndicator In the
center of the switch will glow.

Anchor Lights - A two position rocker
switch that activates only the stern
(whitej light when anchored at night.
Push the top half of the switch to turn

t ON; an indicator in the center of
the switch will glow.

Blower Switch - A two position rocker
switch that activates the englne hox
ventllation blower. Push the top half
of the switch to tum blower ON: an
indlcator In the center of the switch
will glow. The blower must be oper-
ated for a minimum of four minutes
before starting the engine at any
time. The blower must also be
operated during idle and slow speed
running.

14 Accessory Switch - A two position

rocker nswitch that activates an
accessory connected to it. If the boat
is equipped with the optional heater,
this switch operates the heater fan
motor. Push the top half of the switch
to turn accessory ON; an indicator (n
the center of the switch will glow.

Manual Bilge Pump Switch - A two
position rocker switch that activates
the bilge pump. Push the top half of
the switch to turn bilge pump ON; an
indicator in the center of the switch
will glow.

Automatic Bilge Pump Switch - A
two position rocker switch that arms
the bilge pump for automatic opera-
tion while underway. Push the top
half of the switch to arm bilge pump:
an indicator in the center of the
switch will glow.

Engine Temperature Warning Light
- Indicates the cooling water /coolant
inside the engine has reached a tem-
perature that Is unsafe and can cause
damage to your engine.
Transmisslon Temperature Warning
Light - Indicates the fluid inside the
transmission has reached a tempera-
ture that is unsafe and can cause
damage to your transmission.




Circuit Breakers BOAT CIRCUIT
19 All major boat circuits, except the NAME

elreuit, are protected from shorting

and overload by resettable circuit Ignition and Safety ts

ane of the following circuits, switch Warning Horn HORN ‘

OFF the drcult. wait about one Lighting and Fuel Gauge NAV-ANC Dashboard 7 AMP

minute, push the appropriate breaker

button fully, and switch ON the cir- Bilge Pump PUMP Dashboard

cuL b skt 0% [ | v

there is a problem somewhere that Ventlation Blower BLOWER Dashboard
o
i B

Controls
range. Never attempt to shift without gaged with button “B" for setting the

20 Steering Wheel - The steering wheel the engine running. The shift mecha- automatic choke, thereby allowing
{s mechanically linked to the rudder nism of this control can be disen- easler starting and englne warm-up.

by a push/pull cabie. NEUTRAL

FORWARD SHIFT RANGE REVERSE SHIFT RANGE
Shift /Throttle Control - This cne- \
hand. single lever control operates as IDLE IDLE
both a gear shifter and a throttle. The \ /
lever automatically locks In the neu-
tral (straight up and down) position FORWARD . - REVERSE
for safety. The lever can only be THROTTLE T ) THROTTLE
moved from neutral by raising the RANGE . RANGE
lifter "A™ under the ball knob. Shift-
ing is accomplished by moving the
lever into the first 45° of travel; push
the lever for forward, and pull the
lever back for reverse. By advancing
the lever beyond 45°. you move from
the shifting range to the throttle FULL THROTTLE : e FULL THROTTLE  mcamio
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FUELING

The lgnition Hming as set by the factory
requires the use of leaded or unleaded
fuel with a minimum Research Octane
Number (RON} of 93 or a minimum Anti-
Knock Index Number (AKD /Pump Octane
Number of 89 octane. Most any high
quality gasoline available for automotive
use may be used without difficulty,

/N cavtion

Damage to the engine by use of
low quality gasoline or gasoline
with an octane rating below the
minimum level listed below will
void the warranty.

If fuels with 93 RON {89 AKI/Pump) oc-
tane are not avallable in your area, the
ignition timing must be retarded so that
low octane fuels, with a minimum of 90
RON (86 AKI/Pump) octane can be used:
see your MasterCraft dealer. When the
ignition timing is retarded, a decrease in
englne power can be expected.

16

We do not recommend that you use low
quality alcohol modified fuels tn your
MasterCraft because of the following side
effects:

@ Moisture - Alcohol blended fuels ab-
sorb and keep moisture. Molisture
inside the fuel tank can cause many
engine problems. Fuel tank inspection
and cleaning must be done more often.

® Performance - Alcohol blended fuels
cause the engine to operate on a
leaner fuel/air ratio and may cause
hard starting, stalling and vapor lock.
Engine damage may result.

@ Deterloration - Alcohol quickly dete-
riorates rubber and plastic compo-
nents in the fuel system causing more
frequent tnspection and replacement of
parts. This increases the potential for
fire and exploslon due to fuel leakage.

Fuel additives and treatments, other than
conditioners for molsture absorption and
winter storage, are not recommended for

use In MasterCraft Power engines,

A\ warviG

Gasoline ia extremely flammable
and highly explosive under certaln
conditions. Always stop the engine
and never smoke or allow open
flames or sparks within 50 feet of
the fueling arena when refueling,

Take care not to spill gasoline, If
gasoline is spilled accidentally,
wipe up all traces of it with dry
rags and dispose of the rags
properly onshore immediately.

Always tighten the fuel plate cap
completely with the cap key after

refueling,

ManStar
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TRAILERING/LAUNCHING

Trailering Check List:
A\ WARNING

Before towing this traller be sure
to read and familiarize yourself
with this section of your owner's
manual.

With the purchase of your new, custom-
built MasterCraft tratler you have added
value to your MasterCraft boating
enjoyment. You can now enjoy almost any
of the thousands of recreational water-
ways (n the country.

As the manufacturer, MasterCraft has
provided you with a vehicle designed
specifically for many years of attractive,
convenlent, trouble-free service. Now, 1t {s
up to you to glve It proper care and
maintenance to be sure it will continue to
perform safely and satisfactorily.

The purpese of this section of the owners
manual is to help you do just that, Please
read and follow its warnings and Instruc-
tlons carefully. Also, because all trallers
are not exactly alike, be sure to read and
comply with any warnings and additional
information supplied by MasterCraft in
your owners packet about your spectfic
model. It's the best way to obtain peak
performance.

MariStar

NEVER TOW THIS TRAILER BEFORE
YOU CHECK TO BE SURE:

@ Coupler, hitch and hitch ball are of the
same slze.

® Coupler and safety cables are safely
secured to hitch.

® Check all fasteners for proper tight-
ness.

® Boat (s securely anchored to trailer.
(The winch strap is not a satisfactory
tie down.)

@ Wheel lug nuts are properly tightened.

® Wheel bearings are properly adjusted
and maintained,

Load ls within maximum load carrying
capacity of both the trailer and of the
tow vehicle.

Tires are properly Inflated.
All tratler lighting is working properly.

Traller brakes are properly adjusted
and working, (If trafler s so equipped.}

This trailer s manufactured to meet
apphcable federal safety standards. Check
local and state requirements regarding
any additional equipment that may be
required.

Trailer Registration

NOTE
Trailer laws covering such things as
brakes. lights, safety cables, licenses,
ete.. wilt vary from state to state. Be
sure that your trailer is in full
compliance with applicable state
laws. Your MasterCraft dealer can
help you in this regard. If not. contact
your nearest state motor vehicle
department office for full information.
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A Proper Match
M warniG

The total weight of your boat,
engine, fucl, water and gear must
not exceed the traller's maximum
load carrying capacity, Overload-
ing can cause serlous injury or
property damage. Note: Maximum
load carrying capaclty is the gross
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) less
the welght of the empty trailer.

The key to carefree boat tratlering is
proper matching of boat and traller. This
proper match is enly one reason why the
MasterCraft Englneering Department has

=signed your trailer to carry the full

.eight of your boat. englne and gear, and
which provides proper support for the
boat huil,

Load-Carrying Capacity

Check the metallic certification label
attached to the left forward side of your
trailer. It will show the maximum load-
carrying capacity of the trailer. it will
show the Gross Vehicle Weight Cartying
Rating {GYVWR} which is the load-carrying
capacity plus the weight of the traller
itself. Be sure that the total weight of
your boat engine, gear and trailer do not
exceed the GVWR.
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If you don't know the correct welght of
your boat once loaded with gear, don’t
guess; have it welghed. This usually can
be done at a local lumber yard, feed and
fertilizer store, truck weigh station, etc.

Be espectally careful not to overload your
trailer by putting heavy baggage, camping
gear, etc., in the boat.

Weight Distribution
A\ WAarRNIVG

“Fish-tailing” caused from im-
proper tongue weight on the tow
vehicle and can result in serious
injury or property damage.

Improper weight distribution can cause a
boat traller to “fish-tall” (sway from side to
side) as it moves down the highway,
putting excessive strains on both trailer
and towing equipment, increasing gas
consumption and sometimes causing an
accident. The most effective way te guard
agalnst fish-tailing ts to make sure the
weight load on your traller is properly
distributed.

Itis extremely important that 5to 10% of
the total weight of your loaded trailer
should be felt at the traller coupling ball
when the tongue s parallel to the ground.
A bathroom scale can be used for this

determination. For example, if the gross
weight of the trailer, boat and gear 1s
3,000 pounds, the welght on the tongue
should not be more than 300 pounds, not
less than 150 pounds. (Some auto
manufacturers say that tongue weight
should not exceed 200 pounds when
using a welght-cartying bumper mounted
hitch with full-size cars.)

The fmportance of an adequate down load
on the hitch ball cannet be overempha-
sized.

Trailer Hitch
A\ WARNING

Serious injury or property damage
can result If the total weight on
your loaded trailer exceeds the
capacity of the hitch on your tow
vehicle.

There are two basic types of trailer
hitches: a weight-carrying hitch and
weight-distributing hitch. A weight-
carvying hitch is recommended for your
MasterCraft. Before declding which type
of hitch to use, consult your automaeblle
manufacturer on recommendatons for
your car or truck.

Be sure that the total weight of your
trailer-boat rig does not exceed the hitch's

ManSiar







